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Jean Baptiste Perrault, St. Paul Church Founder, and Concomly’s Daughter
Introduction
Jean Baptiste (J. B.) Perrault was born about 1793 - 1795 in Quebec.! He died in late 1849? He had two
daughters by a Chinook woman who was proved to be the daughter of Concomly, the Chinook chief The

daughters were Reinette Perrault (ca. 1820 — 1888) and Marie Anne Perrault (ca. 1823 — 1864). Reinette
married John G. Larrison in 1843 in St. Paul. Marie Anne married John Baptiste DeGuire in 1840 in St. Paul.

In 1839, when the Catholic priests celebrated the first ceremonies at St. Paul, J. B. married Angele Tchelis
(ca.1810 - ?). J. B. and Angele Tchelis had a daughter, Lucie (1844 — 1875). Lucie married John Gould. After J.
B. died, Angele married Sylvain Bourjeau on 28 December 1857. She then disappeared from view.

Possible father for Jean Baptiste Perrault

Jean Baptiste Perrault’s 1839 marriage entry to Angele Tchelis in the St. Paul Catholic Church Register said he
was “of St. Antoine Riviere du Loup, District of Montreal.” The only baptism in the Louiseville, St-Antoine-de-
la-Riviere-du-loup church records is for Jean Baptiste Perrault, natural son of Jean Baptiste Perrault, an agent of
the Northwest Company. The child, aged five, was baptized on 27 September 1798.3 The term “natural son”
usually means the parents were not married. No mother is named in this record, which suggests she may have
been Indian.
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The godfather was Francois Harnais, and the godmother was Angelique Harnais his sister. The father absent.

ic“

Jean Baptiste Perrault, the Northwest Company agent, had an impressive career with that company. He
compiled his memoirs as “Narrative of the Travels and Adventures of a Merchant Voyageur in the Savage
Territories of Northern America Leaving Montreal the 28" Day of May, 1783 to 1820.”* From that journal, the
following items can be listed.

e The Jean Baptiste Perrault family was from Rivieres du Loup. That is where J. B. told the St. Paul priest
he was from.

e Jean Baptiste Perrault had a sister named Reine; J. B. Perrault named his first daughter Reinette.

e Jean Baptiste Perrault taught school in the early 1800s. J. B. Perrault was literate and owned a Bible and
a New Testament.

e Jean Baptiste Perrault worked as a master carpenter in 1815. J. B. Perrault worked as a carpenter.
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Father of the Chinook woman by whom JB had daughters, Reinette Perrault, and Marie Anne Perrault.

An 1887 Clatsop County, Oregon, deed named Ellen Larison of Marion County as the daughter of Ann
Shortess, deceased wife of Robert Shortess of Clatsop County.’ J. G. Larison was a witness to the deed. While
John Larison’s wife’s name was Reine or Reinette, the similarity of the Larison names led to a search for Robert
Shortess.

Robert Shortess of Clatsop County, Oregon, took out Donation Claim 3686 for 639.18 acres in Astoria. The
patent was made to Robert Shortess and the heirs at law of his late wife, Ann Shortess, deceased.

In Robert Shortess’s settlers affidavit, he described himself as a native-born citizen who arrived in Oregon on
26 November 1839. He went on to state that he married his wife on 5 July 1845 in Clatsop County, Oregon. Her
children were Renette ,who was married to John Larrison, and Mary Ann, who was married to John B. Deguire.
The spelling is slightly off, but the pronunciation of his wife’s children and husbands is the same as J. B.
children and their husbands.

Now we have an English first name for the Chinook mother of Reinette and Mary Anne. She was Ann.

On 25 June 1850, George Gibbs, Assistant Collector of Customs at Astoria, wrote a letter to the Department of
the Interior requesting that an Indian sub-agent be appointed for the lands at the mouth of the Columbia River.
In the letter, he stated that Robert Shortess was the person he recommended. Shortess’s wife was “the daughter
of the late great chief of the Chinooks.”® The “late great chief of the Chinooks” was Chief Concomly (1765 —
1830). Information about Ann Shortess is found later in this narrative.

St. Paul Church founder. In the 1830s, eighteen French Prairie settlers (fifteen were former Hudson’s Bay
Company employees) felt the need to have their marriages blessed and their children baptized by Catholic
priests. Because of their efforts, the St. Paul Catholic Church was established. J. B. was one of these men.

Fur Trade

J. B. joined the Northwest Company (NWC) from St. Francois, Quebec, and was stationed at Sault St Marie.” In
the spring of 1815, Jean Baptiste Perrault, his probable father, was working at St. Francois as a schoolteacher. J.
B. signed on with the Northwest Company as a master carpenter to go to the Sault to repair damage from the

8
war.

J. B. is named in the NWC’s 1815 and 1816 ledger books.? In 1819, he crossed the Rockies in a group led by
Angus Bethune and Peter Skene Ogden.!”

In 1821, the NWC merged with the
Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC), and
Jean Baptiste went to work for that

company as a carpenter at Fort George
(Astoria).!!

Fort George (Astoria)

In 1824, the HBC headquarters were moved to the newly erected Fort Vancouver, and J. B. was stationed there.
In 1829, J. B. was with Thomas McKay, John McLoughlin’s stepson, and Alexander McLeod on a hunting
expedition to the Umpqua in Southern Oregon where they were assigned to recover Jedidiah Smith’s property
that had been captured by Indians the preceding year. They retrieved most of the furs, some of the arms, and
some of the horses. The expedition wintered near Mt. Shasta when their horses died due to the cold. There were
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no horses to transport the furs back to Vancouver in the spring. J. B., along with McKay and Depuy walked the

400 miles to Fort Vancouver to secure horses to be sent to the expedition party.!?

On 27 June 1831, John McLoughlin, Fort Vancouver’s Chief Factor, wrote a letter to Francis Herron, Chief

Trader at Ft. Colville. He asked Herron to send supplies to Ft. Nez Perces (Walla Walla).

“J Bapt Perrault goes as a passenger in the Boat that is he is only obliged to Paddle and of which I
request you will give notice to the Gentlemen on the other side when you send him across this fall.

French Prairie

J. B. retired to the Prairie in the early 1830s where he sold furs and grain to the HBC.!* John McLoughlin, HBC

Chief Factor at Vancouver, kept retired employees who went to farm on French Prairie on the books as

employees, but no service was expected. This provided a testing period. During that time, if the ex-employee
caused trouble, he could be discharged and transported out of the country. McLoughlin gave the men seed grain,
a two-wheeled cart, a plow, two cows, and two steers. The men could purchase farm implements at a discoun

On 23 October 1833, John Work and his fur-hunting brigade passed through the Prairie on their expedition to

California. He mentioned J. B. in his journal.

“Wednesday 23 Fair weather in the morning, but rain the most of the day afterwards, The river has risen
to such a height that we could not cross it but with canoes or rafts, and being informed that there are
several other streams ahead where we will find ourselves in the same predicament, we determined to
change our route, and accordingly proceeded down the river to near its discharge into the Willamut, and
borrowed a canoe from one of the Settlers Peran, and had the horses crossed in the evening, but it was
too late to cross the baggage. This was a very unfavourable day for the sick as we were exposed to a
good deal of heavy rain.”!¢

Work’ mentioned “the sick.” Between 1830 and 1833, malaria ravaged the country. Quinine, the only cure for
the disease, was available to people who were affiliated with the HBC. Others simply died.

Slavery was a part of life for Northwest Indians. Lt. William A Slacum of the US Navy reported in 1836,

“Slaves could be captured during war parties, traded, or sold. The price for a slave was eight to fifteen
blankets. Slaves were expected to cut wood, hunt, fish, and do whatever else they were asked to do.
Each man in a trapping party had two or three slaves to help hunt and take care of camp.!” The trappers
working at Fort Vancouver had from two to five slaves.”!®

“The chief factor at Vancouver says the slaves of the women with whom their workmen belong to men
in their employ, although I have known cases to the contrary.”

The settlers often built a separate house for their slaves, and the number of houses a settler owned was often a
sign that the householder held slaves. When a slave died, he or she could be buried in the St. Paul Cemetery,
and the burial record would read like the following entry.

“The 2 December, 1843, we priest undersigned have buried in the cemetery of this parish the body of
Frederic Indian of the tribe of the Tchinouks, deceased at the house of Jean Baptiste Perrault, aged about
60 years, having been baptized at the house of Frederic Despard, present Jean Bte. Perrault and Amable
Petit.”!?.
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In 1834, J. B. and his wife travelled from Fort Q
Vancouver to Fort Nisqually to recover a

woman slave who had apparently been taken

by a “Princesse’s husband.” 0
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William Fraser Tolmie, in charge of Nisqually House, penned the following items in his daily journal.
Oct 1834

“27 Monday. This morning Plomondon and family made their preparation for leaving the place. The
ploughers continued at their work. McDonald and Bourgeau were employed at the wagon. Louis still
sick; This forenoon J. B. Perrault and wife arrived in search of a woman slave which I had taken from
the Princesse’s husband. They brought us favorable news from Head Quarters and say that the Indians
had reported that the express from York had arrived on the 15th Instant. The Americans do not trade
furs. The weather fair.”

“28th Tuesday. Two more bushels of wheat put in the ground. Ploughing always on the go This morning
Plomondon and family left this for Vancouver, as also J. B. Perrault with his wife and slave, by them I
have written to Mr. Chief Factor Me Loughlin informing him of the state of our affairs. We have had a
very stormy night and today the rain and gale continued accompanied by a little thunder.”?!

The identify of the “Princess’s Husband” is not certain. Since his name was not given, he probably was an
Indian. Prior items from the Nisqually journal provide this information about him.

May 1834

“30th Friday. No change in the employment of the men. The Princess’ husband arrived and brought us
Letters from Vancouver, enclosing others from London, all’s well. The Brig Lama is on her way hither. Fair
weather.”

Sep 1834

“2 Tuesday. The same employment for the men. This morning At le-mish’s sister died she has been unwell
this some time back, and all the Indian Doctors did their best but without success. The articles received by
them were, on her Death, returned to the relatives. The Princess’s husband has gone to Vancouver, and by
him I have written to the Gentlemen there. The old Chief Chickalitz arrived and traded 18 Beaver skins
besides a few Otters. The weather fair and the nights cool. We are much troubled with mosquitoes.”
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“19 Friday. Four strangers arrived from up Hoods Canal and have brought a few skins. The Princess’
husband has committed an unbecoming action saying that those people above mentioned had stolen a slave
for which the scamp took 7 Beaver skins and a Gun. I of course called him to account, and made him give

back the skins. Fair weather.?
Chief Concomly (1765 — 1830) of the Chinook Tribe and Chief Si’ahl (Seattle) of the Duwamish Tribe both had

2 ¢

daughters who were called princesses. Since the Nisqually journal implies a connection to Fort Vancouver,

Chief Seattle’s princess daughter isn’t brought into the story. Chief Concomly’s named princess daughters were

Even though Jean Baptiste lived on
French Prairie from around 1833, he
also worked part-time as a
wheelwright at Fort Vancouver. His
estate’s inventory included
numerous wheelwright tools, such
as planes, saws, augers, squares,
compasses, and spoke shaves.

Elvamox (Marianne) Her husband was Alexis Aubichon. Their
first child was born in 1822. He was at Fort Vancouver from 1831
to 1836.%

Koale’xoa (Raven) She died in 1824.

Iichee (Princess of Wales) In 1813, she was married to Duncan
McDougall. He left her in 1817 and returned to Canada. She
married Chief Casenove/Kieseno. When Concomly died in 1830,
Casenove became the Chinook head chief.?* Iichee was said to
have “trafficked in female slaves for illicit purposes.”?
Ka-hat-lau (Princess Margaret) She married Louis Rondeau. In the
early 1830s, he was stationed at Fort Vancouver.?

Wheelwright tools?®

Sketch of Chief Concomly?’

On 5 July 1834, the French Canadian settlers on the Prairie sent a letter to the Bishop of Juliopolis [at Red

River, now Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada,] and asked for a priest.

Several months later, in the fall of 1834, Jason Lee and his fellow Methodist missionaries arrived on the prairie.
Joseph Gervais welcomed them, and their first services were held in the Gervais home.

In the spring of 1836, the settlers sent a reminder letter to the bishop.
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“We have nothing to Right to you about the Country but that the farms are All in a very thriving state
and produces fine Crops. We have sent theis few Lines to you hoping that it will not trouble you to
much for Righting so quick to you but the Country is setteling slowly and oure Children are Learning
very fast which make us very eager for youre assistance wich we hope by Gods helpe will be very sone
oure prayers will be for his safe Arivele We have sent you a List of the families that Are at present in the
settlement...”

J. B. was on this list as the father of two children.?’

The U.S. President charged Lt. William A. Slacum of the U.S. Navy “to obtain some specific and authentic
information in regard to the inhabitants of the country in the neighborhood of the Oregon, or Columbia river.”
Slacum arrived on the Columbia on 22 December 1836. His reports provide information about the area’s living
situations.

Slacum described the land and concluded that the “Willhamette” was the finest grazing country in the world. In
1818, the Hudson Bay Company had one bull and two cows. In 1836, they had upwards of 1,000 head of neat
cattle. Slacum felt that a large cargo of wheat could be obtained from the Willhamett settlers and sold in the
Sandwich Islands [Hawaii], the Russian settlements at Norfolk Sound [Alaska], or in Peru.

Slacum created a census of who was farming, and Jean B. Perault was one of the farmers. According to Slacum,
Jean B. started his farm in 1832.

When Acres en- Acres Crop of

Settler’s name, begun closed cultivated wheat,
bushels Horses Hogs Houses Remarks

Jean Bapriste McROy............... 1831 69 35 556 33 22 3 Good.
Andre Longtre ..........cvvverunn. 1835 45 24 400 3 33 2 Good.
Charles Plante ...........cccuuvun.. 1835 60 60 800 12 14 2 Good.
Charles Rondeu .................... 1836 24 24 200 9 10 1 Good.
Louis Fourier ...........cc00vuiienn. 1835 34 34 540 ] 10 1 Good.
Joseph Gervais ....... ... ... ...l 1832 125 65 1,000 19 55 3 & 1 grist-mill Good.
Xavier Delarout ............00uu... 1834 36 36 350 11 35 2 Good.
Joseph Delor ........ccovnivennn.n., 1832 28 28 280 11 28 2 Good.
E Arquette .......ccovireennrnnnnnns 1833 80 50 600 5 31 2 Good.
ean B. Perault. .................. . 1832 80 60 500 4 20 3 Good.

tteine Lucia ...................... 1832 70 45 740 21 45 4 &1grist-mill Good.
Pierre Billique ........ccvvviiunnnns 1833 50 45 700 ] 28 2 Good.
*Frederick Depau ................. 1833 40 35 500 8 39 2 Good.
Ewing Young .........ocevvvennnns 1835 29 29 240 79 & 2 mules 30 2 & 1 distillery  Good.
tLawrence Carmichael
William Johnson ................... 1834 45 25 300 2 14 2 Good
$Jas. A. O’Neil and Thos. J. Hubbard 1836 200 15 70 9 13 1 & blacksmith’s
{IWm. Canning, miller and millwright shop.

Solomon H. Smith
Winslow Anderson
Charles Roe, carpenter
Elisha Ezekiel, wheelwright
ohn Hord, carpenter

ebley Hawkshurst, carpenter
John Turner
William Bailey
Calvin Ebbets, stone mason
John Rowling
George Gay

*The above thirteen are all Canadians, and have been in the employ of the Hudson Bay Company. X
tWorks on shares with Young. $Besides the crop of wheat, each of the above five have a large quantity of barley, oats, peas, and
potatoes, sufficient for their support, || £300 sterling in the hands of the Hudson Bay Company.

J. B. had three houses in good condition. He had enclosed 80 acres and cultivated 60 acres. He harvested 500
bushels of wheat. He owned four horses and 20 hogs.
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The former HBC employees provided the company with furs. William Slacum noted in 1836 that “Madam
‘Perand,” wife of one of the Canadian settlers on the Willhamett, brought twenty to thirty five beaver skins” to
sell. No other Willamette settler had a surname that sounded like Perrault, so this must have been J. B.’s wife.
When J. B. died, his probate inventory included three beaver traps.

J. B. was one of thirty-six signers of the “Oregon Memorial of 1838.” Jason Lee penned the memorial
requesting the Oregon Territory become part of the United States. Members of three population groups signed
the petition. Seventeen of the signers were Americans living at Jason Lee’s mission. Ten signers were
missionaries or mission employees. Nine French Canadians who were living near the mission signed. The
French Canadian signers were Xavier Laderoute, Joseph Delord, Joseph Gervais, Etienne Lucier, Pierre
Bellique, Jean B. Perrault, John B. Desportes, Andre Picard, and Joseph Deloze. 3°

The attention this memorial raised in the Oregon Territory among people on the East Coast foreshadowed the
beginning of the end of life as the French Canadians knew it. The panic of 1837 and the resulting depression
created interest in the “valuable country west of the Rocky Mountains” that was “well supplied with timber or
adapted to pasturage or agriculture.” It wouldn’t take long for the overland wagons to arrive with their
American families who considered the French Canadians and their families uncivilized.?!

The Priests arrive

In November 1838, Fathers Francois Norbert Blanchet and
Modeste Demers arrived at the St. Paul wooden church that the
settlers had built for them.

After visiting the local French-Canadian settlements, the first St.
Paul mass was held on 6 January 1839. Subsequent masses were
held until 3 February 1839 and then from 13 May to 10 June
1839. These sacraments were recorded in the Vancouver register.

--Replica of the first St Paul Church

Blessing of the bell

“The 22 December, day of Sunday, 1839, we priest
undersigned, missionary of the Columbia, have blessed
about one hour after noon, following the form prescribed
in the processional of the diocese, a bell under the
invocation of Mary, to serve for the use of the chapel of
the Mission of St. Paul of the Wallamette; and having
been mounted and erected upon the platform prepared for
this purpose and resting on the doorway of the said
chapel, it has been tolled during all the Te Deum, which

has closed the said ceremony; in presence of the The above cracked bell is in the St. Paul Mission
parishioners; Jean Baptiste Perrault was godfather and  Hijstorical Society’s Murphy House. It may be
Angele, his wife, was godmother, who have not known the original bell.

how to sign. In faith of which we have signed.*
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Jean Baptiste’s marriage and baptism of his daughters at St. Paul.

“This 21 January, 1839, in view of the dispensation of 2 bans of marriage granted by us Vicar General, and the
dispensation of the third between Jean Baptiste Perrault, of St. Antoine Riviéve du Loup, District of
Montreal, in Canada, and farmer of this place, on the one part, and Angele, Tichailis by nation, on the other
part, nor any impediment having been discovered, we priest undersigned, Missionary, have received their
mutual consent of Marriage and have given them the nuptial benediction in presence of Jean Baptiste Dupati,
and of Pierre Stanislas Jacquet, witnesses, before whom the said groom has recognized as his legitimate
children by another woman, Reinette aged 19 years, and Marie Anne aged 14 years. The spouses as well
as the witnesses have not known how to sign. F.N. Blanchet, priest*?

“This 28 January, 1840, we priest undersigned have baptized Marie Anne aged 17 years, legitimate daughter
of Jean Baptiste Perrault and of a Tchinouk woman. Godfather Amable Arcouet, who as well as the
father has not known how to sign.”

[A repeat of the above baptism with slight additions]

“This 28 January, 1840, we priest undersigned have baptized Marie Anne aged 17 years, legitimate daughter of
Jean Baptiste Perrault, farmer of this place, and of a Tchinouk woman. Godfather Amable Arcouet who as
well as the father and the one baptized have not known how to sign.“** [Note: Amable Arcouet’s wife was
Marquerite Chinook.]

“This 29 January, 1840, after the publication of 3 bans of marriage made at this place, son of Jean Baptiste
Deguire and of Eulalia Bernier of Ste. Genevieve, State of St. Louis, on the one part; and Marie Anne
Perrault, domiciled in this place, minor daughter of Jean Baptiste Perrault farmer and of . . . Tchinouk
by nation on the other part, nor any impediment being discovered, and in view of the consent of the father of
the girl, and inquiries made to certify the liberty of the young man, we priest undersigned missionary of the
Columbia, have received their mutual consent of marriage and have given them the nuptial benediction in
presence of Amable Arcouet, of Joseph Despard and of Jean Baptiste Mollens, witnesses, who as well as the
spouses and the father of the bride present have not known how to sign.”* [Note Joseph Despard’s wife was
Lisette Chinook.]

Additional missionaries were recruited by the Methodist Mission. One of these was Rev. W. W. Kone who was
scheduled to build a mission in Clatsop territory in the fall of 1840. His canoe, filled with household goods,
clothing and personal items, overturned on the Willamette River between the Methodist Mission and
Champoeg. J. B. and his family were accused to salvaging these items and not returning them to Rev. Kone.
When questioned, J. B. denied any knowledge of this, but his wife and daughter, Reine Perrault, turned over
dresses, linen, and tools.

The War of 1812 affected the Oregon Territory. As part of the 1818 Treaty of Ghent, Britain and the United
States were granted joint occupancy of the Oregon Territory.® Citizens of both countries could occupy the
territory and conduct business. They could not, however, create a formal government.

With no established government in the territory, it was uncertain if J. B. should be tried by Jason Lee or Rev. F.
N. Blanchet. J. B. was tried by both the French-Canadian settlers and the Methodist Mission settlers. He
apologized to the Catholic congregation and received “discipline on the part of his compatriots.” He apologized
to the Methodist Mission and paid a fine (25 piastres to the Kones, 25 piastres for the cost of a jail, and 32
piastres for the cost of his jury trial).>’
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In 1841, Eugene Duflot De Mofras, a French naturalist and explorer, visited the Prairie and listed the “Principal
French-Canadian Settlers on the Willamette.” His chart is listed by year of settlement. 3

J. B. still had three houses, suggesting he had additional people, perhaps slaves, living with him.

T 88 35 «§3
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Mich. Laframboise ...... 1831 40 20 170 200 2 1

*]J. B. Desportes............ 1831 35 20 170 100 3 1

*Joseph Gervais .......... 1832 60 30 225 50 3 1
*]. B. Perrault.............. 1832 40 30 225 10 3
*Jh, Delor ..o, 1832 15 15 100 15 2

*Etienne Luciat ... 1832 35 30 230 35 4 1
Xavier Lacoste ............ 1832 20 12 95 14 1
*P. Billique ..ccoceooeeeeo. 1833 30 25 195 20 2
*Jh. Deloze .................. 1833 30 20 175 14 2
J. [Arguette ..o 1833 40 25 185 15 2
*Xavier Dudevant ...... 1834 17 17 160 18 2
Andre Longpre ............ 1835 22 12 90 10 2
Louis Fourrier ........... 1835 17 16 115 20 1
Charles Plants ........... 1835 30 30 225 40 2
Charles Rondeau ........ 1836 12 12 90 15 1
*Andre Picord .............. 1837 14 12 90 10 1
George Gay ....cceoeeeeeee. 1838 15 12 90 12 1

Louis Fortia ................ 1838 12 10 80 12 1 1
Charles ROy ..ccccoceneecne. 1838 12 10 85 10 1
Stanislas Jacquet ........ 1838 20 20 180 14 1
Abbe Blanchet .............. 1839  1000F 1 1

One hectare is equivalent to 2.47 acres. One hectoliter is equivalent to 2.3 bushels.

Marie Anne (Perrault) Deguire and Reinette (Perrault) Larison had children who were baptized at the St. Paul
Church.

“This 25 December, 1841, we priest undersigned have baptized Jean Baptiste born 8 days ago of the legitimate
marriage of Jean Baptiste Deguire, farmer of this place, and of Marie Anne Perreau. Godfather Joseph
Despard, godmother Reinette Perrault who have not known how to sign.”’

“This 11 July, 1842, in view of the dispensation of two bans of marriage granted by us Vicar General
undersigned, between John Larison, domiciled and farmer of this place, legitimate son of John Larison and
Nancy Galaspa, domiciled in the state of Ohio, United States, on one part, and Reinette Perrault, domiciled
in this place, legitimate daughter of Jean Baptiste Perrault, farmer of this place, and of . . . Tchinouk, on
the other part; nor any impediment being discovered, with the consent of the father of the bride, and after
having assured ourselves by the affidavits under oath of the liberty of the said John Larison, and after having
previously baptized him, we missionary priest undersigned have received their mutual consent of marriage
and have given them the nuptial benediction in presence of Jean Baptiste Perrault, father, and of Andre
Chalifou, friends of the bride, and of Robert Newell and Richard McKarty, friends of the groom and of
several other friends who have signed with us. The bride has not known how to sign.”*°
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The Perrault family in 1842. Reinette Perrault
b. abt 1820
& John Larison

John Baptiste Perrault i, 10 S 1, SlPEL, ©F

g. abt 1797, Quebec

& [—] Chinook Marie Anne Perrault
b. abt 1823
L & Jean Baptiste Deguire
; b. 17 Dec 1803
gf’ggﬁ%f%ﬁ:&?" m. 29 Jan 1840, St Paul, OT
& Angele Tichallis
b. abt 1803

m. 21 Jan 1839, St Paul, OT

In September 1842, Dr. Elijah White, the first Oregon Indian Agent, arrived in the Willamette Valley with a
wagon train of settlers. This was a return home for him. In 1836, the Methodist Church appointed him as a
physician to the Willamette Valley mission. In 1841, due to differences with Jason Lee over mission policies,
White resigned and returned to the States.

In 1843, White made a census of settlers in the Oregon Territory. He intended to show that it was possible to
farm the Territory and that the British had a foothold with their retired HBC employees. The Canadians would
be in the majority unless American settlers moved in. The Territory was under the “joint occupancy” agreement.
Still, an overwhelming number of British settlers could tip the balance of power, and Oregon could become an
English possession. His census included the numbers of men, women, and children, a summary of their crops,
and the number of farm animals.

The Perrault : o1 ol Hieeo
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wheat and 150
bushels of coarse
grain. They had
40 horses, 20
neat stock, and
13 sheep.*!

The amount of harvest and the care of the animals is more than what two people could have accomplished.
Slaves and other workers were not included in White’s census, but clearly, the Perraults had assistance on the
farm.

children in the L /]

household. /k Kook

The Perrauts had 2 / (f K] [0

90 acres under N ‘ \

improvement. /| 8| 2| On| /[fe ol

They harvested Y i Nl 2% /28 /2 24 08 fﬁd

400 bushels of / ;
/

'Q»_\\\\\\v\\gi

The two Perrault daughters were enumerated in their households. (Remember, the daughters’ mother was the
unnamed Chinook woman.)
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The Marie and J ean Baptlste DeGulre famlly comprlsed one male over 18, one female over 18, and one child.
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A new baby was born to the Larison family

“The 12 March, 1843, we priest undersigned have baptized Marie Anne born 1 month ago of the marriage of
John Larisson farmer and of Reinette of this parish. Godfather Etienne Lucier, godmother Nancy Lonetain, who
have not known how to sign.” 42

Provisional Government

In 1843, wagons filled with resettlers arrived in the Oregon Territory. William E Hill’s trail statistics estimate
125 people arrived in Oregon in 1842, and 875 people arrived in Oregon in 1843.43

These newcomers outnumbered the French Canadians, and foreshadowed changes that would affect the French
Prairie, the French Canadians and their families in French Prairie.

On 2 May 1843, the settlers took a vote was taken at Champoeg to decide if a Provisional Government should
be established as a preliminary step for aligning with the United States. By a 52 to 50 vote, the Provisional
Government won.* J. B. cast one of the 50 opposition votes.

Taxation was an issue at the meeting, and a resolution was adopted that there would be no taxes. Rather, there
would be a voluntary subscription. Unfortunately, that subscription did not bring in enough money to pay for
running the government. In 1844, a voluntary tax act was passed by the legislature. There was a “catch” to the
voluntary part. If a person did not pay the tax, he would not be allowed to vote or to defend his rights in court.
The rights included land ownership and debts. +°

John Batiste Pero was taxed on horses valued at $355, cattle valued at $630, and hogs valued at $24.00.4
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Nailor, [Naylor] Thomas ... 10
Obishaw, Alexander [Aubichon, Alexis].... 278| L 1800 155 23202 %:gg
8bish]:1\}',o Au})]ic}]lon] BRbIste i 200 200| 180 580 1.28x
neal, "Nei ames: o ih 2 12 340 2400 20 2 .
Oneil, [O’'Neil] Bennett ... : 28 198
Oragon Milling Co. ........ 5950 5950 7.94
Olinger, Abraham ... 35 200 5 240 .80
Osborn, Neil] 20 20 .53x
Otey, Morris ... 300 130 430 1.04x
QOugh, Richd ... 120! 200 60 380 L98x
Osaw, [Osant] 300 300 100 [700]
Portia, [Portier] John 75 75 .59
Pero, John Batiste 355 630 24 1009 11 1.76x

John Larrison, Reinette Perrault’s husband, was on the tax list. He was taxed on $120 worth of horses, $180
worth of cattle, and $100 worth of hogs.*’

|
Moy
Tax Book, 1844 3 g 3:§
am Do % | e3 . 3| & | yowa
Names H B ko @ 3 @ & s g: o™
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& |&S| E | B | EBE|lm|E]| 8|8 5| &5 | A<s®
{_Jee, I{Ien[rﬁ' ..............
sarock, aroque] Joseph
McClane, J. B. p ___________________ 3‘7)2 aed 9% 7'?‘55 h gg§
Lesly, Leslle] David 30 150 360 24 564 1.20x
Luny, [Looney] Jesse .......coeeoeeeeeeeeeeemnnn. 200 1110 12 1322 2.15
Lior, Moses [Lore, Moyse] .......... 220 160 60 440 1.05x
Lafontaye, [Lafontaine] Charles 150 150 10 310 89x
Larock, Pier [Laroque, Pierre] 150 24 174 .72
Larock, [Laroque% Louls .o 100 18 118 .65
L.acourse, Pier[re] ... 400 400 100 900 1.63x
Lapratt[e], Alexe 140 80 36 256 .82x
Eias::lozpeel,Mx}nd:'gw [Lachapelle, Andre]...... 320 240 100 660 1.32x
, na
o el - 100 100 200 .76
La[ylson, Ala]lron 23 : 25 90 115 .65
Lar[r]ison, John ........... ; 120 180f 100 400 1.00x

A new addition to the Perrault family — as recorded in the St. Paul Church register.

“This 4 August, 1844, we priest undersigned have baptized Lucie born 3 days ago of the legitimate marriage
[of] Jean Baptiste Perrault farmer, and of Angele Tchinoik, of this place. Godfather Francois Bernier,
godmother Genevieve Belique. The father alone has known how to sign.”*

The provisional government authorized a census to be taken after the first Monday in March 1845. Jean Bt.
Perreault was enumerated in Champoeg County with the following members of his household.*’ Note: the
census enumerated white men and their immediate family members.

e | female under 12 years
e | female aged 18 and under 45
e | male over 45 years

The John Larrison household was enumerated in Yambhill County.>°
e | male under age 12

e | female aged 18 and under 45
e | female aged 18 and under 45

The Jean Bt. DeGuire household was also enumerated in Yambhill County.>!

e 1 female under age 12
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e | male between the age of 18 and 45
e | female between the age of 18 and 45

J. B.’s name appears in the St .Paul Church register when two Indians who were living at his house died and
were buried in the St. Paul Cemetery. In 1845, Jean Baptiste again signed his name.

“The 2 December, 1843, we priest undersigned have buried in the cemetery of this parish the body of Frederic
Indian of the tribe of the Tchinouks, deceased at the house of Jean Baptiste Perrault, aged about 60 years,
having been baptized at the house of Frederic Despard, present Jean Bte. Perrault.”>?

“The 28 May, 1845, we the undersigned priest have baptized at the house of Jean Baptiste Perrault an Indian
girl aged about 20 years in danger of death and have given her the name of Marie Anne. Godfather Jean
Baptiste Perrault, who has signed with us.”?

Oregon’s provisional government permitted inhabitants to stake out claims and survey them by the metes and
bounds method. A legislative committee created a constitution that included rules for the land claims. Any male
could claim 640 acres, and within six months of recording their claim, they were to build a home.>* Jean
Baptiste did not file a claim, but he was named as a neighbor in the claims of Louis Monique, Etenne Lucier, F.
X. Liard, Paul Guilbeau, and Andre Samatar.>> He was on the Willamette River, south of Louis Monique, west
of Etienne Lucier, between F. X. Liard and Lucier, between Paul Guilbeau and Blanchet, Accotti and Company,
and near Andre Samatar.

Harriet Munnick created the following map showing the location of the French Prairie settlers as of 1837. She
placed the Perrault home on the Yambhill side of the Willamette River where the Yamhill River drained into the
Willamette.
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Death

There is no burial record for J. B. in the St. Paul or the St. Louis Church registers. He died before 1 September

1849 when his son-in-law, John Baptiste Deguire, submitted his estate for probate in Marion County,

He was alive in Champoeg on
17 April 1849 when he signed
a promissory note to pay $100
to Etienne Lucier. His probate
file stated he was “of Marion
County, Oregon.”®
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On 26 August 1849, a note was
made “to pay to Mr. Matthew Dofa
Executor of the late William Hake
the sum of forty five dollars for
Medical services rendered on his
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arrival in Oregon.” John White /%1.
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Nothing in Jean Baptiste Perrault’s
probate file shows this debt was
paid.

%

Phepyy T

Matthew Dauphin and Dr. William Hake arrived in the West in 1838. In 1845, they were in the Yuba River
area of the California gold fields, and Dauphin was working for Dr. Hake.>® Dr. William Hake made a will on
22 August 1849. John White, a San Francisco Notary Public was one of the witnesses. The will was admitted
to probate in Marion County, Oregon, on 9 July 1850 with Matthew Doffa/Dauphin as the administrator. The
administrator collected debts in gold dust from five people. “Bateas Deguir” was one of these people, and he
paid $45.00 in gold dust.>® This is likely the $45.00 debt for medical expenses.

The presence of this note suggests J. B. could have been in California when he died. Many French Prairie
settlers temporarily left home to seek their fortune in the California gold fields. The absence of a burial record
from the St. Paul or the St. Louis church records increases this possibility to this theory.
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The inventory of Jean Baptiste’s personal property shows a number of items a carpenter and wheel wright

would use.
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The personal items were sold at auction in March 1850. This segment of the sale items shows that Etienne
Lucier purchased a Bible for $2.00. John Larrison purchased a New Testament for 75 cents.
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Jean Baptiste’s land claim was split between his two sons-in-law. A $50.00 payment was made “for building a
log cabing,” perhaps for the widow.

The Widow

When the 1850 Marion County, Oregon, Territorial Census was enumerated on 3 February 1851, “Achile”
Perault, age 40, lived next to the Baptiste Deguire household. She had real estate valued at $3,000.%°
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The next dwelling was the boarding school run by the Sisters of the Notre Dame de Namur. Luce Perault, age
7, was included in the school household as a student. The charges in Jean Baptiste’s probate included $75.00 for
boarding his daughter for a year.
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In January 1851, Robert Shortess, Indian sub-agent in Astoria, took a census of the Chinook tribe of Indians.
There was a “Widow Perow” living in the Willamette Valley. There were two Indians living in her household.®!
This is likely Angele, the widow Perrault, and her daughter, Lucie.
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Note that Shortess enumerated a Mrs. Shortess living in Astoria. There were six Indians in her household and

two slaves.

Widow Perault married Sylvain Bourgeau on 28 December 1857 at the St. Paul Church.

“The 28 December, 1857, after the publication of 2 banns of marriage (the other having been dispensed)
between Sylvain Bourgeau, widower, son of Joseph Bourgeau and of Angelique Henri of Canada, on the
one part, and Angele Perault, widow of Baptiste Perault, on the other part, nor having discovered any
impediment, we undersigned have received their mutual consent to marriage and have given them the

nuptial benediction in the presence of Baptiste Ducharme and Amable Petit, witnesses.

That was the last account of Angele. She was not
included in Sylvain’s 1860 Marion County,
Oregon, census

The chart to the right shows Jean Baptiste
Perrault and his children.

John Baptiste Perrault
b. abt 1797, Quebec

d. 10 Dec 1849

& [—-} Chinook

John Baptiste Perrault

b. abt 1797, St. Quebec

d. 10 Dec 1849

& Angele Tichallis

b. abt 1810

m. 21 Jan 1839, St Paul, OT

9962

Reinette Perrault

b. abt 1820

d. 12 Feb 1888, St Paul, OR
& John Larison

b. 1794

d. Apr 1860, Marion Co, OR
m. 11 Jul 1842, St Paul, OT

Marie Anne Perrault

b. abt 1823

d. 17 Aug 1864, St Paul, OR
& Jean Baptiste Deguire

b. 17 Dec 1803

d. Sep 1878

m. 29 Jan 1840, St Paul, OT

Lucie Perrault

b. 1 Aug 1844, St Paul, OT

d. 18 Oct 1875

& John Gould

m. 14 Aug 1859, Marion Co, OR
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Robert Shortess

Robert Shortess of Clatsop County, Oregon, took out Donation Claim 3686 for 639.18 acres in Astoria. The
patent was made to Robert Shortess and the heirs at law of his late wife Ann Shortess, deceased. From the 1851
Chinook Indian census cited above, a Mrs, Shortess was living in Astoria. Since only one Shortess was living in
Astoria, this was presumably Ann Shortess, the wife of Robert Shortess, and she was a Chinook Indian.

In Robert Shortess’s settlers’ affidavit, he described himself as a native born citizen who arrived in Oregon on
26 November 1839.9

He went on to state that he married his wife on 5 July 1845 in Clatsop County, Oregon. Her children were
Renette, who was married to John Larrison, and Mary Ann, who was married to John B. Deguire. The spelling
is slightly off, but the pronunciation of his wife’s children and husbands is the same as Jean Baptiste Perrault’s

children and their husbands.
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And he further says that he%termrried with ,/&-A/‘, e Alonr

his wife : and that he was legally married to her on the /(. %/%'M day of

//4/4 1845 | in {W county in

2 2
/ 14 t l"
eed 0o Ao DeeS B e /, ;ﬂ’z of ¢ £ core /gfé Gape.
Tt ce 2o M‘_‘/ Sl llsriacr<id O /nf( /}714 oen (B ;
/l{;&mw e Jo-é... B Baygtecie @ OS2 dfm(é"q W™

Mavy A :
SubSciibed and swoin to before 9&4‘7(,‘&' o~ ef 7, Ocfh ot @ ool

we, this Z/ a«;\or CAS 1853

in 77Tt z -

% Sork T Jl;éﬁ .

(e o cacte N/ V; 5&/}%

Robert Shortess was an early Oregon “mover and shaker.”®* He arrived in Oregon in 1839 and lived near the
Methodist Mission for a number of years. In 1842, he was single. He had 40 acres under improvement and had
harvested 650 bushels of wheat and 100 bushels of coarse wheat. He had 11 horses, 27 neat stock, and 3 hogs.®
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He served on numerous Provisional committees while living on French Prairie. He moved to Astoria and was

listed in the 1844 Clatsop County tax book.%

N
CLATSOP DISTRICT -
[Valuations in total column; units in other columns]
=
g §38
w = 35
Tax Book, 1844 3 02 ” 3 H :gga
~ 30 o < - -
Names = 28 " 2 £ 2 2 2 8 = .;fg' = gg,a
g [SE (S| 8| 2| 5|2 % S | 88 ZEL
e |as | F|o|E|E |2 8|2 5|5 SEE
Solomon H. Smith 0 1 0 1 0 13 0 25 15 0| 724.50 || will pay -
Calvin Tibbets 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 37 8 0] 724.50 || will pay =
W, T. PeOITY .oeiiecniirnsnnnsssssssssnnsesmnasssnssses 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 10 4 0| 197.50 || will not pay ©
Edward Williams 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .50 || will pay g
Elbrldi{e] Trask 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 b 0] 95.50 | will not pay tr
H. B. Hall .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0| 175.50 || will pay
Robert Shortess 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 22 0 0| 360.50 || will not pay Z
Lewis Taylor ........ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 9 1 0| 163.50 || will not pay .
Thomas Owens 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 0f 92,50 || will not pay X)
J. M. Shiveley 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .50 || will pay
James Birnie 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0| 40.50 [| Dont now Q
Geo. EI'S  _ooiiicieeicieisieeie s seesi s sinannas 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0| 80.00 || will not pay =
J. L. Parrish 0 0 0 by 1 7 0 40/ 13 0| 884.50 (| will pay )
Daniel McKesick 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .50 || will not pay
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .50 || Dont now
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .50 || Dont now
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0! 53.50 || will not pay
Yattan, Jose%h
Zacrey, [Zachary] Ubiar ......iiiiiecns
26370] 485/18170| 520 3671[47562| 1975/101280| 9279] 5200/214512)
[Total Clatsop district $ 3,492)
[Total all valuations $218,004)
[Taxes due, including 50 cents poll tax $ 442.07]
[Taxes due, including 50 cents poll tax, Clatsop district........ 13.86
[Total taxes due. $ 455.93
[Total taxes marked x, apparently collected, $304. 34 plus unknown collections from Clatsop district.]
1Bracketed figures inserted by editor; letter x in original roll evidently indicates sums paid.

The Shortess family was enumerated in the 1850 Clatsop County census.®’” Ann was an Indian. Ann and
Robert’s daughter, Susan Shortess, was born about 1846.

{ \.\._Scmm L—Froo Inhabitantsin in the County of / Zziaj “State
a3 Lugene enumerated by me, onthe /"  dayof ﬁ’z/...7 1850 p/amefit fintize AmtMamial
: E; } ’mi—dmt;-.;—l l Df”“‘: mw_infnﬁ l Prics @ ' -8 Eg‘;u-a
%{?_IE; l d“nhhﬂt,d‘h-.lm’: é}j of ook Malke Poswe averts | 3 x-a-.uu::-u-,. 353:“::*‘
g%i;jii: S~ A0 1 ) B il e il = |

s ls]| B s 5 e r s i i s

'l&_! " Y, 21;4 'z"l‘.‘. pa ‘i—i._’{l”‘l(' 2 /41/& / ] I ' i ’

o | 46 Zaw df o A Y |11 .

29212 4 sl \ e = sl ¥ 1 ;

4 | T Hors ZNZ s %g v _1! !

/% i} '

| N

19

"




Jean Baptiste Perrault, St. Paul Church Founder, and the Indian Chief’s Daughter
by Connie Lenzen

David Gene Lewis, in his “Oregon Encyclopedia” article for Robert Shortess, wrote,

“Shortess claimed that he owned two miles along the shoreline because of a hereditary title he received
from his wife’s family, although such Indian claims had no legal standing under U.S. law at the time.”

On 25 June 1850, George Gibbs, Assistant Collector of Customs at Astoria. wrote a letter to the Department of
the Interior requesting a sub-agent be appointed for the lands at the mouth of the Columbia River. In the letter,
he stated that Robert Shortess was the person he recommended. Shortess’s wife was “the daughter of the late
great chief of the Chinooks.”®
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An article in the 16 July 1903 issue of Portland’s Oregon Journal mentions Mrs. Shortess.
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MAY BE THE GRAVE
OF CHIEF CONCOMLY

- lustrious Indian have
Been Uncovered.

W7 e ™%

(Journal Special Service.)

ASTORIA, Or, July 1é.-—Considerable
Interest attackes 10  the finding, by
workmen engaged in repairing an East
Aftoria streer, of the grave of some In-
}ldizn ehief. Speculation is rife as to
the position held in life by the unknown
lloccupant of the zrave, bat the belie?
is zeneral among old res<idents that per-
haps the bones of the grent Concomly
reposed there until the workmen un.
earthed thom.

The grave was uncovered at Alderbox,
an Fart Ead subarb, and occupied a
L{position on what wag Known as the R3Eb-
riert Shortess  donation land claim,
(1Shortess himsel? wns an Indian, and an-
r.other theory has bhean advanced that the
‘thones were those of his Indian wife.
LEAMrR, Shortess committed suicide hore
"800 years azo, and her hody was buried
r‘sommharo in the neighborhood of the
recent find
' In the grave were many articles dear
tita the leart of the red man. There
fweres a2 musket and rifle, two large hunt-
‘finz knives, a bullet mold, powder horn
and plpe. The pipe is perhaps the most
interesting of i1he relicg, for it is of
"Telaborate  design. The design is so
lelaborate, indeed, that old residents
jump to the conclusion that it must
sureiy nave belonzed to some noted
tfwarriar. Tho presence of these articles
[lin the grave dizprove the theory that

the bones are those of Ars. Shortess,
for ~ven the most enthusiastic Indian
iwoman woanuld not have been possessed
t1of such articles as muskets and humling
|knives The Tndian custom was to bury
t{with dead hérces all thelr personal er-
foots, but this rule was not followed in
‘{the burial of.squaws /

' Charlag McEwan, an old resident, ex-
presses the conviction that old Con-
|eomly was buried in the =pot just un-
{eovered. Concomiy's barial place was
Jon a hillzside in the vicinity of Alder-
| {brook and Mr. McEwan is satisfied that
the {llustrious chief's grave has been

fheory Advanced that Bones ofr

H-‘—o\“j

e ———

B

- e s LA ek e .

found.

Mrnsnwale:s wmnm o wesasbt man in hias

N

avniae.

.. Corcamly. was .a. great man in his
i {day. When John Jacob Astor's first
expedition reached the Columbla, Con-
comly was there to give welcome to the
intrepid explorers. and when, after Fort
Astoria was bullt. an English sloop-of-
i fwar mades her appearance off the river
.|mnd threatened to blow up the Amerl-
can post. old Concomly. with a flery
look in his one eye. nastily visited the
American camp to offer hia services in
expelling the intruders, He was genu-
inely aggrieved when the British hauled
down the stars and stripes and re-
christened the post Fort George, and
correspondingiy elated when, some
vearz later, the American flag again
| futtersed from the flagstaff, ~Concomly
|1oved the Americans. and gladly gave in
marringe 1o one of Mr. AsStor's partners
the hond of his daughter, on this occa-
slon providing her with an unlimited
quantity of fish oil for hair-dressing
PUTPOses,

So if the grave is really that of the
old chleftain who did so much to assist
the historv-makers of 100 years ago, it
i entitled to more consideration than
nas thus far been shown It

—
D N T R e

DI I R B

St Tnw Tenwenvoa

It is unlikely that the grave was that of Concomly.
He died in 1830, likely from malaria. He was
placed in a raised canoe in the family burial ground
near Point Ellice on the Washington side of the
Columbia River. After a few years, he was taken
down from the canoe and buried in the forest. In
1835, Hudson Bay Company physician, Meredith
Gairdner, stole his skull and sent it to England.”®

While the author of this article wrongly claimed
Robert Shortess was an Indian, Ann, his wife, was
Indian. The claim that the burial was that of an
Indian man is logical. The Shortess family was
known to host Ann’s relatives. The buried man
could have been one of her Chinook relatives.
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Another article about the same event goes into
additional details about the artifacts.”!

WAS ONCE GREAT CHIEF.
Bones and Relics Found In Shallow
Grave in East End.

Agood Indian was found yesterday
by men in the employ of Contractor
Goodin In the east end. This estimable
red man has been good for many years,
longer, perhaps, Than he was bad be-
fore.

The remnants, and several relics were
discovered about two feet from the sur-
face In a lot owned by Mrs. H. H,
Anderson. The men were removing
dirt to fill up the alleyway adjoining
Cedar street when a skull, a few de-
cayed bones, an Indian pipe, two mus-
kets, a knife, several Mexican dollars
and & few American half dollars, were
brought to light. The pipe hasa face
engraved upon it that beatq o striking
likeness to Captain Merriwether Lewis,
The half dollars are dated 1880, and the
w of the once trusty muskets arve
nuul nearly through, If tlo Indian
recelved a Christian burial, there is no
llcnﬂcolﬂn or other marks tu prove
it. He was very likely ;Wt chief,
howevor. as his perso - property
would considera mm for
an a ALY

thelr origin.
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An article in the 2 July 1903 issue of the
Sunday Oregonian reported the grave
contained “two gun barrels, badly ripped
sack containing a dozen Mexican
dollars, strings of beads, knives, spears,
a red stone pipe engraved with the
image of Benjamin Franklin, the hat
[page cut off] as the cover for the
pipe.””?

A photo of the pipe accompanied the
article.

A painting of Benjamin Franklin on the
cover of Life Magazine’s special edition
about Benjamin Franklin resembles the
pipe photo.

The painting was from a 1783 event. Franklin was born in 1706 and died in 1790.
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This GLO survey shows where the Shortess claim was located in Astoria.”® The claim is outlined in yellow.

Another map that shows dwellings (marked in red) and contour lines is superimposed on the claim map.
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Ann assisted Robert Shortess prepare a native language dictionary for George Gibbs. Solomon Smith, husband
of Celiast, a daughter of Chief Coboway of the Clatsops, was another person who helped with the dictionary.

We may never find direct evidence naming Ann’s parents. The indirect evidence that we have includes the
following:

e Ann was a Chinook Indian. The Chinook Indians lived on both sides of the Columbia River near the
Pacific Ocean and up the Columbia to present day The Dalles.’

e When she lived in Astoria, she hosted family members at her home — suggesting they lived in the area.

e According to the 1850 census, she was aged 45 — born about 1805.

e She was the daughter of a high-ranking Indian chief. In 1805, Concomly was the Chinook Indian chief.
He met Lewis and Clark on 17 November 1805.7

e Marriages between daughters of Indian chiefs and white men were made to cement relationships, and the

husbands were usually of a high rank. Jean Baptiste Perrault was a skilled craftsman. By the standards of
the times, he was wealthy.

Ann (Chinook) Perrault Shortess’s French Prairie daughters were known to Robert Shortess and presumably to
other relatives and friends. An article was published about the Shortess family in the Winter 2018 issue of
Cumtux, the quarterly of the Clatsop County Historical Society.”®
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The article
includes the
Shortess
and Perrault
family tree.

ROBERT AND ANN SHORTESS FAMILY TREE

: ABOUT 1797

: MAy 4,1878

ROBERT SHORTESS

SUSAN L. SHORTESS

CUMBERLAND, PERRY Co., PA

DIED AT DAUGHTER’S HOME IN
‘TouN DAY HAMLET', CLATSOP
Co., OR; BURIED PIONEER
CEMETERY, ASTORIA, CLATSOP
Co., OR; PARENTS ARE ANDREW
SHORTESS AND

SARAH FOSTER.

M: JuLy 5, 1845

Cratsop Co., OR TER.

: ABOUT 1804 (CALC. PER 1850

: MAY 6, 1853

ANN (CHINOOK INDIAN*)
FED.CENSUS) OR TERRITORY

CraTtsop Co., OR
BURIED ON SHORTESS DLC

M: MAY 19,1814 ?

B: ABouT 1797, QUEBEC, CAN
D:

JEAN BAPTISTE PERRAULT

ABOUT 1857

M: JANUARY 21,1839 ?

VANCOUVER, OR TER. ?

ANGELE TCHAILIS

B: ABouUT 1847

D: FEBRUARY 14, 1895

AsToRr1A, CraTsop Co.,, OR

AsTORIA, CLATSOP CO., OR

M: NOVEMBER 26, 1868
Cratsop Co., OR TER.

THOMAS WALKLEY
: ABOUT 1839, ENGLAND
: AFTER 1880

S

B: OCTOBER 15,1870

Crartsop Co., OR
D: JuLy 23,1948
ZeN1TH, KING Co., WA

ROBERT DANIEL WALKLEY

B: JaANUARY 1872, OR

D: MARCH 11,1914
VANCOUVER, B.C.

AvLICE (MINNIE) E. WALKLEY

B: ABouT 1875, OR
D: MAy 4, 1895

Joun C. (CHARLIE) WALKLEY

AsTORIA, CLATSOP Co., OR

continued

MARIE ANNE PERRAULT
B: ABOUT 1823 OR 1824
OREGON TERRITORY
D: AUGUST 17, 1865

REINETTE PERRAULT
B: ABouT 1820
OREGON TERRITORY
D: FEBRUARY 12,1888

Marion Co., OR St. PAuL, MARION Co., OR
M: JEAN BAPTISTE DEGUIRE M: JoHN LARRISON JULY 11,1842,

DECEMBER 17, 1841, FOUR KNOWN CHILDREN

SIX KNOWN CHILDREN

Note: Some sources say J. B. Perrault’s first wife died then he married her sister, however Ann
was alive at the time of marriage #2 so this link is unclear.
*Catholic Church records state Chinook, others vary.
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